
Expectation for Reading Responses 
 

Retell Relate Reflect 
Give the context from the 

book you are reading 

Share your reaction to this 

part of the book 

Explain why you chose this 

piece or why it is significant 
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The Kid in the Red Jacket  

   

In chapter 8 of The Kid in the Red Jacket, Howard is sharing his thoughts again.  He tells 

us (the readers) how he feels that he is finally starting to make friends.  He says he has 

reached the ‘doing stage’ because he is going to play football with the guys.  He tells his 

baby brother not to drool, but smile nicely when the kids come over so they won’t get the 

wrong impression about his family. 

 I am particularly upset with this HOWARD!   Now, I get why his mom gave him 

no sympathy, but a lecture when he complained about Molly making kids think he was 

weird or something.  I mean really.  Does it matter so much what other people think that 

you have to constantly be pestering everyone around you about how they act?  What does 

he think?  Doesn’t he know that you don’t have to pretend or cover up who you really are 

for your TRUE friends.  AND doesn’t he know that if you make friends by not being who 

you really are, that sooner or later you will lose those friends when it comes out that 

you’re a fake?  This kid needs to get a grip and be just a little less desperate.  

Furthermore, his momma and daddy, AND baby brother are the ones who should be 

ashamed. 

 This is a good example of how kids in real life should be confident and proud of 

who they are.  Nobody should be a fake to make friends. 

 

Reading Response Rubric (Your response includes each of the components below) 5 4 3 2 1 

Retell  

Retell what you have read. / Summarize what you have read.   / Describe the major ideas. / List the sequence of ideas or events. / 
Describe the most significant and relevant parts. / Describe parts that you find confusing, attempt to work out their meaning 
through your writing, and formulate questions about them for discussion during a conference with the teacher.  

     

Relate  

Make connections between the text and your own life (e.g., personal experiences, feelings), other texts (e.g., books, music, films, 
television programs, websites), or the world at large (e.g., current events). / Relate your thoughts about the characters and their 
perspectives to your own life, giving examples. 

     

Reflect   

The reason you selected this text / Why this text is important to you / The author’s conclusions / Your judgment about the 
text/author’s conclusions / Your opinions about the ideas/events in the text  / Your opinions about the style of this text compared 
with the style of other texts on the same topic  / Your judgment about the credibility of the text  / Whether you feel the text is 
current and/or accurate / Whether reading the text has changed the way you feel or think about something, and if so, how.  / Any 
relevant questions you have  / Anything about the text that still confuses or frustrates you  / How reading this text has or has not 
helped you meet the learning goals you set for yourself  / The reading/comprehension/writing skills that you still need to work on  
/ Any new goals you are setting for yourself 

     

Conventions 
Uses correct grammar, spelling, capitalization, an punctuation 

     

Format 
Use correct set-up, with first name and last initial, original response date, and title of text the response is about 

     

Comments:  Grade  
 


